
 

HISTORY AND TOURISM: A WIN-WIN SITUATION 

JCHS has signed a contract with Jefferson County to  
manage the Olympic Peninsula Gateway Visitor Center.  
The agreement is seen as a win-win situation for both or-
ganizations.  What better way to fulfill the JCHS mission 
of “promoting the heritage of Jefferson County” than to 
encourage visitors to learn more about the county and 
spend some time here?  The fastest growing segment of 
the tourism industry is heritage tourism, so what better  
organization 
than JCHS to be 
engaged in local 
tourism promo 

                 tion? 

Bill Roney, long-time manager of the Rothschild House Museum, is 
now the manager of the Visitor Center.  He is assisted by a core 
group of volunteers.  A committee of JCHS Trustees and staff are 
establishing Center policy and planning remodeling.  The goal is to 
make the Visitor Center a destination for residents and visitors alike, 
and not simply a place to pick up brochures.  Plans include a remod-
eled interior with visitor information grouped according to the geo-
graphical areas of the County: Northeast, Southeast, and West End/
Olympic National Park.  Beautiful graphics, maps and photographs 
will make the brochure distribution area more attractive and visitor 
friendly. 

Museum exhibits will tell the story of Jefferson County agriculture, 
logging, fishing, and early tourism.  Displays will feature historic  
photographs, artwork and artifacts from throughout the county. 

Exterior improvements are also planned, including landscaping and 
signage.  Perhaps, most exciting, will be the addition of major  
historical artifacts to draw attention and visitors from the highway.  
JCHS is currently working to move an enormous 100-year-old 
thresher to the Visitor Center.  It will surely become an iconic  
signature piece luring visitors into the Center. 

Long range plans include paving the parking area, building permanent 
restroom facilities, and expanding the center itself. 
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JCHS Exhibit Designer, Becky Schurmann, has 
drawn up plans for remodeling both the  

interior and exterior of the Visitor Center.   
To see them in color, visit the website at 

www.jchsmuseum.org 

Long retired from use in the Chimacum Valley, 
this steam-driven threshing machine  

will become part of an agricultural exhibit  
at the Visitor Center. 

JCHS now provides management and design services for the  
Olympic Gateway Visitor Center. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

& STAFF  

Trustees  

Linda Maguire, President 
JoAnn Bussa, Vice President 
Aldryth O'Hara, Treasurer 
Catherine Garrison, Secretary 
Steve Bailey 
Vicki Davis 
Monica Fletcher 
Ken Kelly 
Steve Levin 
Judith Livingston 
Beverly Malagon 
Barbara Marseille 
Julie Marston 
Robert Minty 
Karyl Pagel 
Lynne Sterling 

Staff  

William Tennent, Director 
Marsha Moratti, Museum Coordinator 
Marge Samuelson, Archivist 
Becky Schurmann,  
       Collections Mgr. & Exhibit Designer 
Phyllis Snyder,Rothschild House Mgr.  
William Roney, Visitor Center Mgr.  
Diane Allen, Reception/Cashier 
Kim Henry, Reception/Cashier 

Committee Chairs  

Robin Ornelas, Education 
Aldryth OõHara, Finance  
Steve Levin, Historic Preservation Awards 
Bruce Freeland, Historic Properties Survey 
Lynne Sterling, Walking Tours 

Nordlund, Gretchen Kaiser, 
Sandy McDermott, Forrest & 
Kate Rambo, Andre Mercier, 
Suzanne Hainsworth and Vivian 
& Hart Lutter. 

Many thanks to all who helped 
with the Foundersõ Day An-
nual Meeting, especially Julie 
and Bruce Marston for providing 
their home for the reception, 
Linda Maguire for providing  
accommodations for John and 
Nora Vaillant, Steve Levin, Pete 
Raab, Joe Calabrese, Candy Gar-
rison, Dusty Westall (the Historic  
Preservation Awards Committee) 
and Brian Moratti for providing 
technical assistance. 

Many thanks to the JCHS Walk-
ing Tour Guides Lynne Sterling 
(committee chair), Suzanne Hains-
worth, Judith Livingston, Beverly 
Malagon, Lee Doughty, Steve Levin, 
Rolly Hubert, Anne Virtue, Bonnie 
Buckley and Bill Tennent.  This 
spring they conducted tours during 
the Victorian Festival, for two 
groups of passengers from a 
CruiseWest ship and  special 
groups.  Currently, they provide 
tours every Saturday and Sunday. 

The Victorian Festivalõs hard-
working crew pulled off another fun
-filled series of events.  Special 
thanks to the core group, Nina and 
Greg Dortch, Pat and Frank 
Durbin, Steve Bailey, Barbara and  
Charlie Paul, Daphne Kilburn, Ken 
Kelly, JoAnn Bussa, Steve and Glo-
ria Ricketts, Lynne Sterling, Kathy 
Combs and Brenda Reimnitz. 

Opened in April, the new temporary 
exhibit on Fraternal Organiza-
tions in Jefferson County owes 
many thanks to Pam McCollum 
Clise, Becky Schurmann,  Marge 
Samuelson, Kim Henry, Carson 
Inman, Steve Ricketts, Bud Kan-
nenburg, Bruce Paddock, JoAnn 
Bussa and our local Odd Fellows, 
Elks and Eagles organizations. 

Epicurean Happening organiz-
ers, hosts and helpers provided 
amazing meals in beautiful settings 
and an important source of revenue 
for JCHS programs.  Many thanks 
to: JoAnn Bussa, Linda Maguire, 
Bob & Pen Rosen, Ritch Sorgen & 
Marlies Egberding, Max & Sherry 
Grover, Beverly Malagon, Barbara 
& Charles Paul, Jane & Charles   
Kopriva, Carlyn Stark & Dale 

Museum,  Museum Shop  

& Rothschild House   

Hours  
 

Daily  
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thank You!  

BE A MUSEUM DOCENT  

The Museum seeks a few more local 
history enthusiasts to form  

a cadre of trained docents for the  
beautifully restored Museum.   

 

If you can commit to a two-and-half 
hour shift per week, (11:00ð1:30 
or 1:30ð4:00) and enjoy talking to 
visitors, weõll promise you  

an interesting experience and some 
fun exploring other museums.  
Weõll go on field trips and provide 

you with plenty of intriguing  
information that will equip you to 
share Jefferson Countyõs history  

with Museum visitors. 

For more information call  
Marsha at 385-1003. 
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Two properties nominated by the Jefferson County  
Historical Society have been placed on the Washington 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s 2007 Most  
Endangered Historic Properties List. 

Historic Preservation  

In a partnership with the Washington State University 
extension office in Port Hadlock, the Jefferson County 
Historical Society is video taping oral histories of the 
people of Marrowstone Island, 1900 to 2007. 

NEW ORAL History Project  

Bob Brown shows Karen Russell how the big guns were fired at Fort Flagler, 
located on the north end of Marrowstone Island. 

This project started in April, 2007, and Karen Rus-
sell has completed interviews with Aubrey Redling 
at one of Marrowstone’s historic homes and Carl 
Johnson at his clam and oyster business.  She has 
also interviewed Carl’s adult children, Leonard, 
Lawrence, Lisa, and Jake, and his niece, Pat 
DeVere Groves.  For her third interview, she met 
with Paul Heinzinger, whose personal history with 
Marrowstone Island goes back more than 75 years.  
Bob Brown gave Karen a personal tour of Fort 
Flagler for the fourth program. 

Robert Force of the WSU extension office, is  
serving as cameraman, while Karen sets schedules 
and conducts the interviews.  She plans to talk to 
more islanders and to have a complete oral history 
of Marrowstone by the end of fall.  The tapes will 
be recorded on DVDs and both tapes and DVDs 
will be archived at the JCHS Research Center.   
Go to http://www.cougarroom.com/and click on  
Historical Projects for more information. 

The Fowler House, in Port Townsend’s uptown 
residential district, predates much of the late nine-
teenth century construction and stands as a rare 
example of Civil War-era building in the state.  
Captain Enoch S. Fowler built this simple two-
story Greek Revival dwelling in 1864 on the bluff 
overlooking Port Townsend Bay in a manner  
familiar to him as a native of Maine. 

For complete details and the history of these  
structures visit http://www.wa-trust.org/
MostEndangered/current_list.htm. 

Port Townsend’s down-
town commercial center 
boasts one of the state’s 
finest collections of late 
nineteenth century  
commercial structures, 
comprising a historic 
district recognized as a 
National Historic Land-
mark. Located at the 
corner of Water and 

Taylor Streets, the Hastings Building serves as the  
anchor to the city’s historic downtown. Constructed in 
1889 and named for Captain L.B Hastings, the Hastings 
Building is the most elegant commercial structure in 
Port Townsend, and its architectural details and  
ornamentation illustrate the flamboyance and optimism 
of the 1890s. 
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A SEASON OF DELIGHTS AT THE  
ROTHSCHILD HOUSE 
 
The Rothschild House Museum opened the 2007  
season with an exhibit of historic wedding gowns.   
In addition to the special temporary exhibit, new 
Rothschild House Manager, Phyllis Snyder, is hosting 
events all season long.   
 

Ms. Snyder, with an extensive 
background in education, 
looks forward to managing 
this unique time capsule.  She 
lives in an historic Uptown 
house built in 1882, and her 
new position furthers her ap-
preciation for life during the 
Victorian era.  Ms. Snyder says 
of the Rothschild House, “I 
am really drawn to make it 
come alive.  That is my teach-
ing background.  A place like 
this is fun to look at, but if 
you experience it, it becomes 

yours.  I plan to build on what’s been done by the peo-
ple who have invested so much time and effort here.  I 
want to be a part of their good work. 

In May, she provided visitors with opportunities to 
learn the Victorian era language of flowers, once 
known as Floragraphy.  Visitors made their own 
“tussie-mussies,” small gift bouquets, with flowers 
popular during the era.  Each flower species was  
assigned a meaning that Victorians could use to  
convey secret emotional messages.  Wedding bouquets 
typically contained flowers that represented fidelity 
and love. 
 
In June, the Rothschild House hosted a Victorian  
Parlor Game Day.  On the Fourth of July, visitors can 
enjoy an old-fashioned Fourth with a flag raising  
ceremony, homemade ice cream, and 19th century 
lawn games.  

 
In August, partake of refreshments at the outdoor 
Garden Tea Party in honor of the life of Emilie  
Rothschild.  Tea, pastries, porcelain, linen, music and 
poetry will transport visitors to a more gentle time.  
The Rothschild House is perched high on the bluff 
over Port Townsend and enjoys sweeping water views.  
Participants at the tea party are encouraged to wear 
their best hats and enjoy the lovely garden and deli-
cious food at this fundraising event. 
 
In September, visitors will be introduced to the  
famous Rothschild animals.  Come hear stories, make 
puppets and learn about the many and varied pets of 
the Rothschild family. 
 
The Rothschild House is 
open daily, May through  
September, 11:00 to 4:00.  
For more information, 
call 379-8076. 
 

ROTHSCHILD  H OUSE N EWS 

Historic wedding gowns grace the Rothschild House parlor,  
dining room, sewing room and bedrooms. 

Phyllis Snyder is the new 
Rothschild House Manager. 

Raising the flags at the  
Rothschild House 
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A ROTHSCHILD RETURNS 

Dorette (pronounced Doretta) Rothschild Lemon and members of her 
family swung by on Saturday, June 2, to visit the old family home, now the 
Rothschild House State Park.  Mrs. Lemon, a stylish and youthful eighty-
eight years old, is a witty woman with a great grasp of detail about her 
times in Port Townsend.  The daughter of Eugene and Bess Rothschild, 
she grew up in Seattle and visited Port Townsend for weeks at a time when 
she was a child, staying with her Aunt Emilie (pronounced Emilia) Roths-
child, the last Rothschild to live in the home.  On Saturday, She regaled her 
family and visitors with stories about the house and town.  Her daughters, 
Pat Starker and Louise Runkle, her husband Berlan Lemon, son-in-law 
Barte Starker, grandson Andy and daughter-in-law Rachel Lasselle tried to 
absorb all the stories about the pets, parties, food and games described by 
Dorette. 

 

 

Using pictures as a guide, Dorette informed Phyllis  
Snyder, the manager of the Rothschild House, staff mem-
ber Marge Wood and former JCHS Conservator, Laura 
Reuter about the placement and use of furniture and other 
features of the house.  Dorette talked about the family’s 
pets, such as a monkey, Carlo the dog, Mama Dingy the 
cat, and Polly the parrot who, knowing he was banished 
from all rooms except the kitchen, would slyly back into 
the adjoining dining room whenever company came.  For 
those familiar with the story of Polly laying an egg and 
thus giving the lie to the notion that she was a he, Dorette 
shed new light on this apocryphal story.  She explained her 
understanding of the story to be that some of the boys of 
the household placed an egg in a nest in an outbuilding 
and then drummed up the press corps to come take a 
look. 

She remembers arriving as a child on an easy trip by ferry, straight from Seattle.  As an adult in the fifties, she 
dressed up in a Victorian outfit to accompany her daughter, Laura, on a vintage tricycle in a Rhody Parade.  
Details about which piece of furniture Polly the parrot roosted on, or which games were kept in a cupboard 
with a jar of hard candy, gave staff an opportunity to resurrect some fine traditions.  She provided informa-
tion on when dormers were installed and later removed.  She also recounted which flowers bloomed in the 
garden, including a La France rose that still exists, though now it towers above our heads. 

At the end of the visit, the family proceeded to bring box after bag from their car full of treasurers to donate 
to the Jefferson County Historical Society for potential display in the Rothschild House.  Included were 
some vintage children’s games including a delightful collection of clay marbles, and a Peter Coddles game  
similar to today’s Mad Libs.  A striped wool blanket, a ledger handwritten and owned by Henry (D.C.H.) 
Rothschild, Port Townsend advertising cards and more will find their way into the Museum’s collection.  
Dorette remembers many of the items personally from her hours of playing in the house.  The items were 
gratefully accepted by Ms. Snyder on behalf of the Historical Society. 

Flipping through a photo album, Dorette told stories about the 
Rothschild familyõs many and varied pets. 

Dorette Rothschild Lemon visited  
her familyõs home, bearing gifts to the 

Historical Society. 
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JCHS debuts two sessions of History Camp this 
summer.  The first, Step into the Past at the Rothschild 
House, will be based at the Rothschild House  
Museum.  Campers will explore the day-to-day life 
of a real Victorian-era family, using the actual 
home, garden and belongings of the Rothschild 
family.  Field trips Uptown and Downtown will 
illustrate how people a century ago got from place 
to place for their shopping, entertainment and 
school.  Campers will have special access to a  
private historic home, a nearby church, and the Fire 
Bell Tower.  Culminating events will include a  
special tour of the Rothschild House, with campers 
leading the way, followed by a tea party at the  
landmark Bartlett House. 
 

The second camp, Native Americans of the Olympic 
Peninsula: People of Salmon and Cedar, will be an explo-
ration of the history of the local First Peoples.  
Campers will learn about our Native American 
tribes through hands-on activities, field trips and 
crafts.  They’ll have an insider’s access to the  
Museum’s collection and discover its secrets 
through a scavenger hunt.  The beach at Hudson 

Point was a major gathering place for local tribes.  On 
this site campers will learn about longhouses, salmon 
lore, button blankets, basket and doll making and 
gambling games.  On Thursday, August 9 campers 
will set up a booth at the Jefferson County Fair to  
exhibit their handcrafts and stories. 
 
The Fair’s theme this year is Treasures of the Sea.  
Campers will be on hand to share what they’ve 
learned about the importance of salmon in Native 
American culture and the excitement of Makah whal-
ing practices.  A celebration will take place on Friday 
at North Beach, a popular resting place for Native 
Americans for thousands of years. 
 
Taught by licensed local teachers, Phyllis Snyder and 
Julie Marston, these History Camps are for eight to 
eleven year olds. (somewhat flexible).  The Rothschild 
House Camp will be July 30 to August 3, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  The Native American Camp will be the fol-
lowing week, August 6 to 10, also 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.  The cost is $100 per camper per week, with a 
minimum of eight and maximum of twelve campers 
per session. 
 
For more information and to register call at 385-1003. 

H ISTORY CAMP 

RESEARCH CENTER N EWS 

Staff and volunteers are making substantial pro-
gress  inputting museum and archives data.  There 
are now more than 36,000 records in the database,  
including indexing information on all the artifacts, 
library books and more than 70 percent of the  
archives and photographs.  At the same time, 
they’ve made substantial progress digitizing the 
photograph collection.  Work continues on the  
portrait collection, the single largest category of  
historic photographs.  All the Fort Worden photo-
graphs have been scanned and Marge Samuelson 
has nearly completed scanning the glass plate  
negatives.  Visit the Research Center and be 
amazed!  It’s a treasure trove of fascinating infor-
mation and finding things has never been easier. 

Work also continues on making the indexes  
available to the public through the web.  Vicki 

Davis is working to prepare front pages that introduce 
the website and coordinate with the Museum’s and  
Victorian Festival’s existing web sites. 

The Research Center saw distinguished visitors in the 
last few weeks, including Washington State Represen-
tatives Lynn Kessler and Kevin Van De Wege, and 
County Commissioner John Austin. 

The Center continues to have many visitors and is a 
beehive of activity.  The Historic Properties Survey 
group is using the facility to continue its work and 
volunteers must be carefully scheduled to make sure 
computers are available for work and research.  Even 
so, more volunteers who would like to work with the 
photos and indexing would be very welcome.  Please 
call Marge Samuelson at 379-6673 if you are  
interested in indexing documents or scanning  
photographs. 
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THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF GEORGE WELCH 
 

On Saturday July 1, the JCHS will open an exhibit of early 20th cen-
tury photography by George Welch.  This exhibit will pull together 
an extensive collection of large prints of the Olympic Mountains – 
its glaciers, forests and river valleys.  Also included are local shots of 
people engaged in outdoor activities in a landscape of long ago.  
 

George Welch came to the Olympic Peninsula as a child settling first 
near Port Angeles with his family.  He began his camera expeditions, 
often forging new routes into the high country, around 1903.  His 
work spanned from then until the early 1920s when, as his family 
grew, he took fewer trips into the mountains.  Welch was an early 
advocate for the creation of Olympic National Park and used his 
photography and a letter-writing campaign in that effort. 
 

The photographs have been selected and printed by Welch’s grand-
daughter Ann Welch from her family’s collection of negatives.  Ann 
Welch is known for her own photography, notably the recent Port 
Townsend, Then and Now, an interactive look at history and change 
through the camera lens of time.  Ms. Welch has been restoring her 
grandfather’s negatives and printing them in the large dimensions 
that bring life to their majesty and massive scale.  Scanning over two 
thousand negatives and then blowing them up to a viewable print 
size has brought surprises; many photographs reveal tiny figures that 
lend depth and scale to these shots of nature at its most essential.  
Ann Welch remembers many stories of her grandfather’s expedi-
tions, some with his young fiancée Lillian Eisenbeis before they mar-
ried and settled in Port Townsend at the bluff edge of Lawrence 

Street.  One trip almost ended George’s photography career when he fell into a crevasse on an eastern-side 
route into the interior.  One member of his party followed the Elwha down to fetch a doctor to sled him out.  
A two-year rehabilitation accomplished with single-minded determination led to a full recovery. 

GALLERY W ALK 

Enjoy Port Townsend on foot for up-close and  
leisurely looks at both Uptown and Downtown’s  
Victorian architecture.  The Uptown tours feature the 
residential district, with its fine homes and churches.  
The Downtown tours reveal the waterfront commer-
cial district’s rowdy past.  The pace allows time for 
talented guides to tell stories about the people who 
built Port Townsend’s National Historic District. 
These little expeditions last about an hour and provide 
a wealth of entertaining information to both visitors 
and long-time residents. 

Admission to the Rothschild House, the only historic 
home Uptown open to the public, is included in the  
Uptown tour, which begins at 2:00 pm every Sunday 
through September.  Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 3-12. Tours begin at the Rothschild House, 
which is at the corner of Taylor and Franklin Streets.  
 

Downtown Tours begin on Saturdays at 2:00 pm.  They 
begin at the historical museum in the recently restored 
landmark City Hall building at 540 Water Street.  Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $5 for children 3-12 and include 
admission to the historical museum.  Reservations are not 
required. 

W ALKING  T OURS 

In Victorian era hiking attire, Lillian Eisenbeis 
Welch looks out on Lake Crescent. 

This photo is not part of the exhibit, so hereõs  
a rare chance to see it.  



540 Water Street 
Port Townsend, WA  98368 

  

JEFFERSON COUNTY  

H ISTORICAL SOCIETY  
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Rothschild House Garden Tea Party 

Sunday, August 19, 1:00ñ3:30 p.m. 

 Traditional Tea and Pastries,  

Beautiful Garden with Sweeping Views,  

Live Music 

Purchase tickets at the Rothschild House or JCHS  Museum or call 385- 1003 

$13 for Historical Society members, $15 for non members 

Door prizes, raffle, best hat award 


