
With the devoted leadership of David Hero and the support of an  
enthusiastic community, the all volunteer Capital Campaign to restore Port 
Townsendõs landmark City Hall building is making great strides.  The M.J. 
Murdock Charitable Trust recently awarded JCHS a grant of $250,000.00 
and a grant of $113,000.00 came in from the Heritage Capital Project Fund 
administered by the Washington State Historical Society.  Each grant has a 
matching component, which means that current local donations will be 
doubled by the grants. 

Interior restoration work has begun with unanticipated asbestos abatement.  
òThere are always lots of nasty surprises when youõre restoring an old 
building,ó reports Barbara Marseille, who is donating her professional  
services as an interior designer to the project, as well as serving on the 
Capital Campaign committee. 

Even though the end is now in sight, JCHS still needs to raise more than 
$70,000 to meet the goal of providing $600,000 for this final phase.  The 
Historical Society has raised over $1 million for the project over the last 
four years.  The Museum, Shop and offices begin moving back into the  
restored building in October. 

The Capital Campaign would be grateful for any donations to the City Hall 
project.  There are still some room-naming opportunities for major donors.  
For a donation of $1,000.00 an individual or business name will be included 
a beautiful plaque at the grand entrance.  For just $100.00 donors can write 
a òletter to the futureó that will be archived for generations yet to come.  

For a limited time, Capital Campaign member Bill Wickline is offering free 
public tours of City Hall.  This is a unique opportunity to see restoration 
work underway and to learn about the challenges of working with historic 
architecture and materials.  These behind-the-scenes tours offer a last 
chance to view structural features that are usually hidden under floors and 
behind walls which have been temporarily removed for restoration and  
seismic retrofitting.   

As construction work permits, tours will be at 2:00 p.m. every Saturday.  
No reservations are required.  Meet at the 540 Water Street entrance.   
Call 385-1003 for more information. 
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Thanks!  The Victorian Fashion Show raised  
scholarship funds thanks to JoAnn Bussa,  
Judith Livingston, Linda Maguire, the Port 
Townsend Presbyterian Church and dozens 
of models and supporters.  Lynne Sterlingõs 
Walking Tours more than sold out.  Greg 
Dortch coordinated the popular Poker 
Games at the Palace Hotel.  The Historyõs 
Mysteries cast and crew created another 
entertaining and educational experience for 
all.  Many thanks to Flip Wingrove (writer), 
Ann Scarborough (director), Monica 
Fletcher (producer) and the Cast of  
Characters: Lee Clark, Judy Kennedy, Steve 
Evans, Sherry Carpenter, John Overman, 
Milt Morris, Savan DeLong, Melanie  
Edwards, Lee Cross, Maryanne McNellis and 
Kevin Mason.  

Founderõs Day was especially memorable 
this year thanks to Ivan Doigõs participation.  
Weõre thankful to Humanities Washington 
for a grant to pay him an honorarium and to 
Linda Maguire for both hosting Mr. and Mrs. 
Doig at the Bartlett House cottage and for 
hosting the reception that followed the  
program.  Even with so many dedicated and 
talented volunteers, it wasnõt especially  
difficult to choose Vicki Davis and Jim  
Christenson as Volunteers of the Year .  
Lynne Sterling, Beverly Brice, Gay Stover 
and Laura Reutter were also recognized for 
their extraordinary efforts with Certificates 
of Appreciation.  This yearõs Historic 
Preservation Awards were Certificates 
of Appreciation to  Ernest and Schen Cal-
lahan for rehabilitation of Eaglemount Rock-
ery; Pat and Mike Kenna for care of the Old 
Schoolhouse Building on Tyler Street in  
uptown Port Townsend; Gwen Head and 
Bernard Taper for stewardship of the Captain 
John Barneson House; Winona Prill for pub-
lication of Quilcene Heritage: Looking Back;  
and the Quilcene Historical Museum for 
publication of Quilcene Cooks: Past and Present.   

 

A multitude of year-round Victorian 
Festival Volunteers pull together this 
great event.  Many thanks to Pat Durbin 
(chairperson), Susan Zoya (recording 
secretary), Greg Dortch (treasurer) 
Kathy Combs (media coordinator), Tim 
Stover (facilities), Daphne Kilburn 
(graphic design: tickets/program), Nina 
Dortch (catering), Frank Durbin 
(webmaster).  Additionally, Steve  
Bailey brought the Fort Townsend 
Encampment to Memorial Field; Gay 
Stover organized the Candlelight 
Dinner Tour of Homes, a very 
popular event made possible because 
Lynn Weir shared the Elias W. DeVoe 
House, the Kennedy Family shared the 
Judge John M. Ralston House and  
Carlyn Stark shared the George W. 
Downs House.  Many thanks to Mary 
Ann De Long and the Manresa Castle 
for the Opening Night VIP Recep-
tion  and to Ken and Jane Kelly and 
Vintage Hardware for hosting the  
Victorian Emporium.  Weõre  
grateful to Steve Levin for illuminating 
all about Port Townsendõs  
Victorian Architecture and to Mary 
McQuillan for telling Native  
American stories.  Many thanks to 
Ed Sherman and Sam Kyle for providing 
space in the Mt. Baker Block Building. 
Thanks to Steve Ricketts and a fine cast, 
the Cemetery Tours were a great  
example of historic reenactment.  
Other members of the troupe were 
Brian Browne, Clint Cannon, Pat and 
Karen Haas, Mark Hanus, Melissa 
McGinnis, Mike McGuire and Jim and 
Jill Weatherord.  Thanks also to tour 
guides Kathy Hill, Connie Ross, Pam 
Wilson, Midori Hanus and Beth 
Mackey.  

 



N EW! UPTOWN  W ALKING  T OURS 

JCHS Museum.  Both Saturday tours 
begin at 2:00 p.m. through September.  
Sunday uptown tours begin at 12:00 
noon at the Rothschild House; down-
town tours begin in the Museum's 
lobby on the 2nd floor of the Kuhn 
Building at Water and Polk Streets.  
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 3-12. Free tours and museum 
admission are JCHS member benefits.  
Reservations are not required. 

For more information please call the 
JCHS Museum at 360-385-1003 or see 
www.jchsmuseum.org.  Special group 
tours can be arranged. 

Enjoy Port Townsend on foot for up-
close and leisurely looks at both uptown 
and downtown Victorian architecture.  
The success of the JCHS downtown 
walking tours has inspired volunteers to 
add new uptown tours.  The pace allows 
time for talented guides to tell stories 
about the people who built Port Town-
sendõs National Historic Districts.  
These little expeditions last 60-90 min-
utes and provide a wealth of entertaining 
information to both visitors and long-
time residents. 

Admission to the Rothschild House, the 
only historic home uptown open to the 
public, is included in the uptown tour.  
Tours through the downtown historic 
district now include admission to the 

T OUR  U PTOWN , 

ON  THE BLUFF 

ABOVE THE 

ONCE ROWDY  

SEAPORT, WHERE 

EARLY RESIDENTS 

BUILT FINE 

HOUSES, 

CHURCHES AND  

CLUBS.  
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Epicurean Hosts provided  
amazing meals in beautiful settings 
and an important source of revenue 
for JCHS programs.  Many thanks to 
Bruce & Teri McComas and Carol 
McGough, Sue & Ron Ramage and 
Lynne Sterling, Patti & Bill Wick-
line, Erica & Ted Springstead and 
Anne & Rick Schneider, Cindy 
Finnie and Linda Maguire, Renate & 
Joe Wheeler, Doug Gantenbein and 
Jane Kilburn, Sue and Bill Conklin. 

Our Walking Tour Committee 
conducted three tours for  
passengers from a CruiseWest ship 
this spring (four more are scheduled 
for autumn), toured visiting school 
groups, resumed downtown tours 
and inaugurated uptown tours.  We 
owe wholehearted appreciation and 
admiration to our  Walking Tour 
Guides: Lynne Sterling (committee 
chairperson), Suzanne Hainsworth, 
Judith Livingston, Beverly Malagon, 
Lee Doughty, Steve Levin, Bill Ten-
nent, Rolly Hubert Anne Virtue and 
Bonnie Buckley. 
 
Rothschild House Volunteers 
and Docents make visiting this 
historic home a real pleasure.  Many 
thanks to Diane Allen, Pat Byrd, Jay 
& Irene Denton, Jean Herrington, 
Cherie LaMaine, Margaret Lee,  
Barbara Marseille, Paul & Susan 
McMahon, Anne Metcalfe, Beth 
Mosely, Marjorie Noga, Noel & 
Margot Peart, Fran Peterson, Pete 
Raab, Laura Reutter, Dieter & Suz-
anne Wassmer, Don & Mary Ann 
Wilson, Marge Wood and Kay 
Young. 

Downtown  

& 

Uptown  

Walking Tours  



SCHOLARSHIPS: Vanessa Jean Shaw and Ashley Hannal Lawrence-
Pine are this yearõs recipients of the JCHS scholarships.  Funds for the 
scholarship program are raised at the annual Victorian Fashion Show, 
chaired by JCHS vice president, JoAnn Bussa. 

Ms. Shaw is graduating from Chimacum High School and will be  
attending Olympic College, then transferring to Central Washington 
University after receiving an AA degree.  She plans to major in  
elementary education.  Ms. Bussa reports that òVanessaõs keen  
interest in local history starts with her family, as her great grand 
parents and great uncle were stationed at Fort Worden and her 
grandfather served in the Navy, stationed at the Point Wilson  
lighthouse.  Vanessa has aspirations to return home after receiving  
her degree and teach in one of our local communities. 

Ms. Lawrence-Pine graduated from Port Townsend High School in 
2003 and is attending the University of Portland where she is major-
ing in secondary education and history.  She attributes PTHS teacher 
Gina McMather with inspiring her interest in history.  òAshley says 
that her life forever changed.  With her passion for history and educa-
tion, which she feels go hand in hand; she will graduate with a teach-
ing certificate and endorsement to teach history from grade five 
through twelve.  She hopes to be as inspirational to her students as 
Ms. McMather was to her,ó says Ms. Bussa. 

Both will receive a $400.00 scholarship.  To contribute to the JCHS 
scholarship program, please contact JCHS director, Bill Tennent, at 
385-1003. 

THE CHINESE STORY:  
The Committee has begun work 
on a new Museum in a Trunk 
about the early Chinese settlers in  
Jefferson County.  Theyõre start-
ing with a visit to the  Wing Luke 
Asian Museum in Seattle for a 
tour and to view the educational 
trunks at the museum. 

TRUNK SHOWS: The Logging 
Trunk was displayed in the foyer 
of the museum on June 21 for the 
òTrunks on Displayó family event.  
The Native Peoples of the North 
Olympic Peninsula trunk will be 
on display July 20. 

An Education Committee or-
ganized SPEAKERSõ BUREAU 
has been approved by the JCHS 
Board and will soon be available 
as a resource for county organi-
zations, groups and schools. 
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Education Committee News  

BARN  SURVEY T EAM  

D OCUMENTS RURAL H ISTORY 

Wilson/Nebel Barn in Gardiner. 

An unidentified Chinese girl dressed in a  
traditional costume for a portrait in a  

Port Townsend studio.  By 1890, the Chinese 
population of Port Townsend was  

an estimated 1,500 people, about one  
fifth of the total population.   

Huntingford barn in Center Valley. 

The JCHS Barn Survey volunteers documenting the 
county's old barns are finding that a lot of work goes 
into a single barn project.  Research, public contact, 
field site surveys, sketching, measuring, photograph-
ing, recording histories, finalizing the product to  
established standards and finally providing a copy to 
the happy barn owner.  

The BS crew is having a great time learning about these 
fundamental structures in Jefferson Countyõs past and 
present.  Many thanks to Beverly Malagon, David 
Goetz, Steve Evans, Monica Fletcher, Ray Hunter, 
Ted DeBray, Mark Clark, Harry Thayer, Bob Minty, 
Carol Andreasen and Linda Maguire for their work.  

Please let the barn committee know about that old 
barn in your neighborhood, or join the group; contact 
JCHS at 385-1003 or Bob Minty at 
bminty@olympus.net. 
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òVictoriansó  

Promote Local Heritage  

On June 9, several members of the JCHS Victorian  
Festival Committee participated in a TV filming segment 
for a show featuring Port Townsend as a tourist  
destination.  òWe were originally contacted by The Inn at 
Port Hadlock to have a few people in Victorian  
costumes for the film crew of a regional show out of 
Portland called PDXposed,ó reported Pat Durbin. 

During filming the crew featured the history of the old 
Alcohol Plant (now the Inn), the fact that Port Townsend 
is a wooden boat center (filmed sailboat races), and cre-
ated a spoof on An Officer and a Gentleman at the Water 
Street Brewing location.  Costumed Victorian Festival 
volunteers appeared as background to the story about 
Port Townsendõs days as a busy seaport.  òWe also pro-
vided costumes for two of their hostsó Pat reports.  òWe 
rounded up volunteers to recreate a poker game at the 

Palace Hotel and served as backdrops for filming in front of the 
restored City Hall and other street scenes downtown.ó   

Victorian Festival committee members then treated the cast and 
crew to a luncheon at the Holly Hill House.  òWe have no idea 
how much footage about the Victorian Festival will remain in the 
half hour segment when it airs, but it may bring us some expo-
sure for next yearõs festival and will certainly help highlight Port 
Townsend as a tourist destination,ó says Pat. 

Pictured left to right: Jane Kelly, Pat Durbin, Cynthia Kelly, Karyl Pagel, Ken Kelly,  
Susan Zoya and Suzanne Hainsworth. 

Re enacting a Port Townsend tradition, to the delight of onlookers,  
Tim Stover, Richard Pagel and Greg Dortch  

play poker at the Palace Hotel on Water Street. 

New to the JCHS collection, a Rothschild & Company check, dated August 1, 1904.   
This is just one of 500,000 primary source documents in the archives of the JCHS Research Center.   
Also new is a copy of òA Treatise on Domestic Economy for Young Ladies at Home and at Schooló  

by Miss Catherine Beecher, 1847.   



During the last few months Jefferson County newspapers 
have been the subject of archival review.  The Center has the 
Port Townsend Leader, which includes The Morning Leader, The 
Weekly Leader, The Daily Leader and The Port Townsend-Jefferson 
County Leader.  This newspaper started in November of 1889 
and continues to today.  Other newspapers include, The 
Northwest, The Daily Argus, The Weekly Argus, The Puget Sound 
Argus, Port Townsend Resister, The Northern Light, The Message, 
The Daily and Weekly Call, The Democratic Press, The Irondale 
News, The Quilcene Queen, The Megaphone, The Jefferson County 
Herald and Tradesman (itõs later name) which was published 
from 1950 to the 1960s.  The Leaders are on microfilm from 
November 1889 to 1994.  They are also in bound copies 
stored off-site.  From 1995 to present they are loose papers.  
Miscellaneous copies of older papers are encapsulated 
(between two layers of UV film).  The Quilcene and  
Irondale papers are bound with soft bindings and stored in 
archival boxes.  The Herald newspapers are loose papers and 
stored in archival boxes. 

Our current project with the Leader  involves microfilming 
the remainder of the collection.  Another project is to raise 

money to have all of the newspapers microfilmed.  Current 
technology allows them to be digitalized, which we hope to do, 
but for archival standards microfilming is considered to be the 
most stable.  The cost for microfilming runs about 48 cents a 
page.  Not an inexpensive project. 

Why do we need to protect these newspapers?  At the Research 
Center they are the most used resource.  They give insight into 
our history that cannot be learned from other sources.  Vicki 
Davis has been helping me with this project and we hope to 
have a report ready soon to give to the board and Scott Wilson 
at the Leader. 

Iõd like to thank the Jefferson County Genealogical Society  
volunteers for assisting researchers at the Center.  Many thanks 
also to Lora Eccles and Joan Buhler for the beautiful flowers 
and shrubs they tend so carefully and to the many JCHS  
Volunteers who donate hundreds of hours indexing archival 
documents and photographs. 

Marge Samuelson 
Archivist 

RESEARCH CENTER N EWS 
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May 6 Open House festivities at the Rothschild House  
Museum celebrated the opening of a rare exhibit of historic 
clothing and textile accessories from the JCHS collection.  
From personal accessories to childrenõs clothing to adult 
fashions, these artifacts date from the late 1800s through the 
early 1900s.  Most of the items on display belonged to the 
Rothschild family and were used in the house.   

Exhibiting artifacts owned by the family in their original setting 
is an ambition of every historic house museum and JCHS  
gratefully acknowledges clothing donations from Dorette 
Rothschild Lemon. 

The exhibit will run through July 30.  The Rothschild House, 
located at Taylor and Jefferson Streets in uptown Port  
Townsend, is open daily 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. May through  
September.  It is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and managed by JCHS for Washington State Parks.   

The Rothschild House and the Commanding Officerõs House at 
Fort Worden are the only historic homes in Port Townsend  
regularly open to the public.  Admission and docent-guided 
tours at the Rothschild House are $4 for adults and $1 for  
children 3-12.  A $5 Passport to both Rothschild House and 
JCHS Museum can be purchased at either museum.  For more  
information see www.jchsmuseum.org or call 385-1003. 

You can combine a weekend visit to the Rothschild House with 
an Uptown Walking Tour.  The cost is for $10 for adults and 
$5 for children 3-12.  Free museum admission and walking 
tours are JCHS member benefits. 

ROTHSCHILD  H OUSE: SPECIAL T EXTILE EXHIBIT  
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JEFFERSON COUNTY  

PHOTO  H ISTORY  

COMING  SOON   

Arcadia Publishing is the leading 
publisher of local and regional  
history in the United States.  It is 
best known for the popular Images 
of America series, which chronicles 
the history of communities from 
Bangor, Maine, to Manhattan 
Beach, California, and now,  
Jefferson County, Washington.  
With more than two hundred  
historic black-and-white photo-
graphs, the books bring to life the 
people, places, and events that 
define a community.   

JCHS volunteers and staff spent 
months selecting and researching 
photographs, writing captions and 
text and preparing the book for 
submission to the publisher. 

Jefferson County is scheduled to go 
on sale September 4. 

This is the publisherõs mock-up of the bookõs cover.  The cover photograph is of Christopherson's Fruit Stand 
(circa 1907) which was located near the Taylor Street (Union) Wharf in downtown Port Townsend.  

To reserve your copies, email marsha@jchsmuseum.org. 

Interior Restoration  

coming together  

Port Townsendõs historic City Hall building is receiving the 
interior restoration it deserves.  Thanks to years of successful 
fundraising, JCHS is able to assure that the materials used are 
accurate and appropriate to historic preservation standards 
without adding to taxpayersõ costs.  The beautiful wool carpet-
ing from England (from the same company that provided the 
Rose Theatre carpeting) has been ordered, period reproduc-
tion ceiling medallions and historically-accurate light shades 
are here.  A local specialist will re-finish the original fir floors  
The beautiful woodwork will be restored by local experts.  
òGreenó paints (in great colors) will be used throughout. 

òThis work is to a durable standard with long-term value, itõs 
not just a short term fix,ó reports David Hero, Capital  
Campaign chairman.  òThe carpeting should last 40 to 50 
years.ó 

The council chambers on the second floor will once again be 
the place where Port Townsend citizens democratically  
determine the cityõs future.  The restored room will remind 
all who enter of our cityõs distinctive past.  

 

Volunteers behind-the scenes: Michael Spears from Little & Little  
Construction helps move ceiling medallions and boxes of lampshades out of 
Don & Barbara Marseilleõs living room and into Linda Maguireõs garage 
where theyõll be stored until contractors are ready for them at City Hall. 

The Museum spaces on the main floor will retain their  
historic character and house exhibits telling the stories of 
Jefferson Countyõs history.  The downstairs jail will remain 
authentic but new exhibits will encompass previously  
inaccessible areas like the womenõs jail cell and the prisonersõ 
exercise yard. 
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Just as reported in the Port Townsend Morning Leader on  
February 19, 1892, òan occasion out of the ordinary can 
be expected ò to celebrate the re-opening of Port 
Townsendõs landmark City Hall on November 8, 2006, 
114 years after òthe new building was thrown open to 
the public.ó  A depiction of that affair appeared in the 
March 22, 1892 Port Townsend Morning Leader:  

In the evening the entire structure will be brilliantly 
illuminated. Visitors will have an opportunity of view-
ing the council chamber, where the dignified council-
�P�H�Q�� �³�F�K�H�Z�� �W�K�H�� �U�D�J�´�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�V�V�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�� ���� �7�K�H�\�� �F�D�Q��
visit the police court room, where the unfortunate 
vagrants, common drunks and other petty offenders 
tell their tale of woe before being hied away to the 
chain gang.  After viewing the jail they can visit fire 
department headquarters and see how the faithful fire-
men slide down the slipping pole when the alarm is 
sounded. 

The November 8 Gala will be an event worthy of the  
occasion.  Plan to join this celebration of a community 
committed to preserving the heritage of our magical 
corner of America.  For more photos and history see 
our website: www.jchsmuseum.org. 

SAVE THIS D ATE:  
O NCE IN  A CENTURY CELEBRATION 

www.jchsmuseum.org 

  

Proud Port Townsend citizens in front of their new City Hall, 1892.  
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