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NEWS & EVENTS 

FIRST NIGHT: A NEW  

NEW YEAR’S EVE TRADITION 

You will remember the gala re-opening of Port Townsend’s 1892 
City Hall one year ago.  One thousand people celebrated that res-
toration with the promise that City Hall would continue as the 
heart of the community.  The magic will continue with First 
Night, a family-oriented, alcohol-free party on New Year’s Eve in 
and around City Hall. 

First Night is a celebration of community, art and heritage that 
began in Boston in 1976 as part of America’s bi-centennial.  To-
day, hundreds of towns across the U.S. have their own First 
Night events.  JCHS is organizing Port Townsend’s First Night 
joining with the Youth Arts Council, Northwind Arts Alliance, 
Boiler Room Youth Center, Key City Players, Jefferson County 
Public Health Department and numerous volunteers, artists and 
musicians to celebrate our community in a positive and exciting 
way.  Musicians will entertain and sing along with the audience in 
the City Council Chamber.  In the Courtroom and the Fire Hall 
volunteers will assist children with hands-on activities and a scav-
enger hunt related to the museum exhibits will be enjoyed.  In the 
basement, the jail will hum with artistic activity.  Children will 
have fun creating art pieces and artistically rendering their “wish 
for the new year” which will be assembled into a “community quilt” while live banjo and guitar music plays in 
the old marshal’s office.  In the Pope Marine Building, across the street, dancers will enjoy square dancing, line 
dancing, round dancing and folk dances.  Down the street, more family activities will be offered at Elevated Ice 
Cream.  Teenagers will be happy with the music and entertainment at the Boiler Room a block away. Actors on 
the stage at the Key City Players will present short readings, both humorous and dramatic.  Families will wander 
from venue to venue from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. when it is midnight in New York and our own version of 
the famous ball drop will take place to mark the new year. 

Most exciting, noted local artist Max Grover has created original art for the initial First Night poster.  Anyone 
familiar with his best selling children’s books and his wonderful posters for the Port Townsend Film Festival 
will know that First Night posters will be instant collector’s items. 

Come ring in the new year with your friends and family in the heart of Port Townsend.  First Night promises to 
become a local tradition for all residents, young and old alike. 

Bill Tennent  
JCHS Executive Director 

Max Grover has created the original art for the  
First Night poster 

First Night is sponsored by First Federal Savings and Loan 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

& STAFF 

Trustees 

Linda Maguire, President 
JoAnn Bussa, Vice President 
Aldryth O'Hara, Treasurer 
Catherine Garrison, Secretary 
Steve Bailey 
Vicki Davis 
Ken Kelly 
Steve Levin 
Judith Livingston 
Beverly Malagon 
Barbara Marseille 
Julie Marston 
Lynne Sterling 

Staff 

William Tennent, Executive Director 
Phyllis Snyder, Museum Assistant 
Marsha Moratti, Archivist 
Becky Schurmann,  
       Collections Mgr. & Exhibit Designer 
Phyllis Snyder, Rothschild House Mgr.  
William Roney, Visitor Center Mgr.  
Diane Allen, Reception/Cashier 
Norm Stevens, Reception/Cashier 

Committee Chairs 

Robin Ornelas, Education 
Aldryth O’Hara, Finance  
Steve Levin, Historic Preservation Awards 
Bruce Freeland, Historic Properties Survey 
Lynne Sterling, Walking Tours 
Nancy, Victorian Festival 

For additional information see our website: www.jchsmuseum.org 

November 29 (Thursday) 12-4 p.m. 

Deck the (Old City) Halls 
Call 385-1003 for additional information. 

 
November 30 (Friday) 5 to 7 p.m. 

Member’s Only Shopping Night and Holiday Potluck  
Call 385-1003 for additional information. 

 
December 1 & 2 (Saturday & Sunday) at 3:00 p.m. 

Elegant Holiday Afternoon Tea  

at the Bartlett House  
$20 per person. Reservation is by payment. Call 385-1003  

or send payment to JCHS, 540 Water Street. 
 

December 31 (Monday), 6-9 p.m.  

First Night:  

New Year's Eve celebration  
Family-friendly arts and heritage events in and around historic City Hall.  

 
January 19 (Saturday) 1-3 p.m. 

Public meeting to tour the museum  

and gather ideas for new exhibits 
At the Pope Marine Building across the street from City Hall. 

 

February 1 (Friday)  

Lecture: Working the Woods 
In Port Townsend City Hall Council Chambers, 6:30. 

 
March 7 (Friday) 

Lecture: Working the Sea 
In Port Townsend City Hall Council Chambers, 6:30. 

 
April 20 (Sunday) 

Founders’ Day  
the JCHS Annual Meeting 

March 10 (Monday)  
Book release 

Images of America: Port Townsend  
 

May 2, 3, 4  
(Friday, Saturday and Sunday) 

Victorian Festival 
A city wide heritage celebration. 

Museum & 

Museum Shop 

Hours 
 

Daily  
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Upcoming events 
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Historic Properties Survey 

The JCHS Education Committee’s First Friday Lecture 
Series launches February 1 with discussion on Working the 
Woods, Working the Sea, written by Tim McNulty, Mike 
O'Connor, Finn Wilcox, Jerry Gorsline and Tom Jay. 

Originally published by Port Townsend-based Empty 
Bowl Press in 1986, and long out-of-print, the book is 
now being reissued in a revised, expanded second edition 
which will be available in December 2007.  Working the 
Woods, Working the Sea is a gathering of essays, poetry,  
interviews and fiction reflecting the experience of people 
engaged in traditional resource-based industries in the 
Pacific Northwest during the 1970s and 1980s, when 
many of the authors were drawn to the backwoods and 
the sea from urban centers and discovered a new  
relationship to nature through this experience.  Engaging 
the natural world through physical work, they evolved a 
new sense of place and a bioregional consciousness that 
is reflected vividly in these writings. 

These writings represent a previously unrecorded 
historical and cultural illustration of a movement, 
time period, and way of life that has relevance  
today, reminding us, in the words of historian 
Richard White, “that it is our work that links us, 
for better or worse, to nature.” 

The February lecture will focus on Working the 
Woods and the March lecture will focus on  
Working the Sea. 

First Friday Lectures will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Port Townsend City Council Chambers on the 
second floor of City Hall at 540 Water Street.  
The cost is $5.00.  A Question and Answer period 
at the Silverwater Café will follow the lectures. 

 

fairly good idea of who lived where, and we can 
start the next phase of the study which will track 
down information about just who these people 
were and what they did.  Luckily, the Historical 
Society has rich source of data to draw upon.   

We are looking for a volunteer to help with the 
city directories and to help research the histories 
of the individual homes. Would you like to help?  
If so, contact the committee chair, Bruce Freeland 
at either 379-6992 or azardog@olypen.com. 

 

The Historic Properties Survey Committee is creating a 
computerized database of historic buildings and sites 
within Jefferson County.  Current efforts are focused 
on the Port Townsend Historic District, where a com-
prehensive look at all pre-1950 structures is underway.  
At present, volunteers Bryan Shrader and Elisabeth 
Mention are sorting through the Historical Society’s 
collection of historic photographs to find pictures of 
the buildings and to put copies into the database. 

Volunteer Bruce Freeland is pouring over old maps 
that show when buildings were constructed and often 
show the old addresses of homes and businesses. From 
the maps, we will also get the first consistent and com-
prehensive list of when each house was built.   Since 
the street names and house numbers may have changed 
two to five times in the early years of the town, the 
work with the old maps is a key step in matching old 
records to today’s addresses.  Having the old addresses 
will make it possible to use the Society’s collection of 
old city directories to identify who lived in the homes 
during specific years. 

It will take another half a year to complete the work 
just described and to enter the results in the Historic 
Property Survey database.  By that time we will have a  

 

 
Section of a Sanborn Fire 
Map showing part of 
downtown Port Townsend 
in 1891. The wonderfully 
detailed Sanborn maps 
were originally created for 
assessing fire insurance 
liability in urbanized 
areas in the United States. 

First Friday Lecture Series 
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RESEARCH CENTER NEWS 

Vicki Davis has installed JCHS membership information 
into the PastPerfect data base, making it possible to track 
members, donors, membership dues payments and fund 
raising efforts.  Another major achievement was a  
programming enhancement to our web site.  This  
routine will eliminate cumbersome downloading, data 
manipulation in two different programs and uploading to 
the web.  Now we can easily export and import data.  
The web database is up-to-date now with 50,000 records 
and will be available to the general public soon. 

Jim Christenson has been working with outside  
consultants, PastPerfect and Dell to understand the 
hardware and software server needs to accommodate 
increased research activities.  He successfully negotiated 
the purchase of computers and components for a server 
for the Research Center, as well as a Mac system to  
provide graphics and video editing capabilities. 

The Research Center’s Archivist, Marge Samuelson,  
retired in October and JCHS Museum Coordinator,  
Marsha Moratti, transferred from downtown to take on 
the position. Marge will be free to do some traveling and 
will continue to volunteer with the Jefferson County  
Genealogical Society, our partner in operating the  
Research Center. 

The Jefferson County Commissioners have approved funding for  
additional computers and architectural drawings of the proposed  

expansion of the Research Center.  JCHS is actively seeking funding for  
a $1.5 million wing that will provide climate-controlled housing for the  
Museumõs artifact collection, a conservation lab and additional space  

or archives, photographs and research facilities. 

Illustration by Becky Schurmann. 

Painting of current 
facility, courtesy of 
Cliff Wood (above).  

 

Illustration of 
current building and 
proposed new expan-
sion (right). 

Marsha brought her work with publications, exhibit  
development and the website with her to the Research Center 
where she’ll be better positioned to integrate online accessibil-
ity to the historical society’s archives with the website. 

New JCHS Photo History Book 
 
From the cover of Port Townsend: 

On Washington’s Olympic Peninsula, at the entrance to Puget 
Sound, the Port Townsend of the 1850s was perfectly situated 
for sailing vessels.  By 1880, thousands of ships from all over 
the world were passing through.  Optimistic investors sought 
fortunes in shipping, logging, lumber mills, and land  
speculation. 

While commerce flourished at sea level, citizens built fine 
homes, churches, schools, clubs, a “respectable” shopping 
district, and parks uptown on the bluff.  The settlers of this 
lovely seaport enjoyed rich cultural and social lives. 

Port Townsend went bust after the anticipated railroad failed 
to arrive.  It remained largely frozen in time without economic 
motivation to tear down and replace its fine Victorian  
architecture.  It wasn’t until the 1970s that the beautiful  
setting and buildings were discovered by artists, hippies,  
preservationists, and later, tourists and retirees.  The town is 
now a thriving arts and cultural community, still beautiful, still 
small and remote.  

A preview of the cover of the upcoming Arcadia Publications 
book, Images of America: Port Townsend.  It includes almost 200 

photographs from the historical society’s collection and will be 
available for sale on March 10, 2008 at the JCHS Museum 
Shop.  The previously published Images of America: Jefferson 
County is currently available for sale in the Museum Shop. 
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Please place an [X] next to your survey answers. We welcome  
additional comments. 
 

Are you a: 

JCHS Member 

JCHS Volunteer 

Other 
________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you visited the JCHS Museum since it reopened in the  

restored City Hall building? 

Yes 

No 

Why did you visit?  (Select all that apply.) 

I have been here before and liked the previous experience. 

I came to see my familyôs photographs and artifacts. 

I came to research a specific topic. 

I was in Port Townsend on vacation looking for something to do 

I am interested in the new exhibits 

I brought family/friends in and decided to come back on my own. 
 
Comments:_______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 
What kinds of exhibits would you like to see in our museum? 
(Choose 5) 

Artifacts and text in exhibit cases? 

Photographs with text? 

Recreated historical environments? 

Exhibits with audio? 

Hands-on experiences with replicas of artifacts? 

Interactive computer exploration? 

On-site computer data bases for doing research? 

Large freestanding artifacts, such as carriages or boats? 

Videos? 

Interactive stations that explore or explain the exhibitôs theme? 
 
Comments:_______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

What do you think is the best way to get young people interested in 

the history museum?  (Choose 3) 

Give free passes for kids to return with accompanying adults? 

Create some small-people-only spaces with exhibits inside? 

Provide computers for interactive exploration? 

Bring school classes to the museum on field trips? 

Continue to send historic trunks into classrooms? 

Have History Quiz questions in the museum? 

Provide apprentice interpreter opportunities? 
 
Comments:_______________________________________________ 

 
 
What would keep you coming back to the museum? (Choose 3)  

Learning something new from changing exhibits. 

Having fun. 

Feeling drawn to a specific exhibit. 

Learning more about a favorite subject or topic. 

Sharing a local point of interest with family or friends. 

Visiting family artifacts on exhibit. 

Exploring new exhibits? 
 
Comments:_______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 
Please help us prioritize the Jefferson County themes or stories 
youôd like to see the museum explore. (Choose five, with 1 being the 
most important to you.) 

Native Americans 

Maritime history 

Victorian era architecture 

Immigrant communities 

Military 

Bars and Bordellos 

Railroads 

Agriculture 

Logging 

Fishing 

Other:_______________________________________________ 

Other:_______________________________________________ 

Other:_______________________________________________ 

NEW EXHIBITS SURVEY: The Jefferson County Historical Society is creating new exhibits in the restored Port 
Townsend City Hall building.  The first step is to identify the best stories told by the museum’s collection of archives, 
artifacts and photographs.  We invite you, our members and friends, to join in this process by completing the following 
survey.  We thank you in advance for giving us valuable direction.  Please bring or mail your completed survey to JCHS, 
540 Water Street, Port Townsend, WA  98368. 
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Wedding Gown Exhibit 
The Rothschild House had an exciting and busy season beginning in May 
with an exhibit of historic wedding attire.  A program accompanying the  
exhibit gave visitors an opportunity to learn the Victorian era language of 
flowers once known as Floragraphy. 

Summer Events 
In June, a Victorian Parlor Game Day provided a sample of what a Roths-
child social gathering might have been like.  Costumed guides showcased the 
home’s Victorian décor and participants joined in period parlor games.   
On the Fourth of July, visitors experienced an old-fashioned Fourth with a 
flag raising ceremony, homemade ice cream and 19th century lawn games.  
In August, the Rothschild House garden was the site of a Tea Party in 
honor of the life of Emilie Rothschild.  Many thanks to Phyllis Snyder, 
Susan McMahon, Irene Denton, Liz O’Brien, Laura Reutter, Kim Henry, 
Kathy Rowe, Pete Raab, Marsha Moratti, Jay Denton, Bill Tennent, Larry 
Jones, Trevor Pendras, Sid and Rita Hubbard, Eldon and Jan Dennis, Up-
Town Nutrition, Henery’s Garden Center, Goodman Septic Service, Ken 
Kelly, Heather Chohrach, Charlene Sherwood, Sidney Mattocks, and  
Mary Ann Delong of the Old Consulate Inn 

 

History Camp 
History Camp was great fun for the campers and the  
volunteers who helped make it happen.  Using the actual 
home, garden and belongings of the Rothschild family, camp-
ers explored the day-to-day life of a real Victorian era family.  
Many thanks to Laura Reutter, Kathy Rowe, Anne Metcalfe, 
Beth Ross, Liz O’Brien, Linda Maguire, Julie Marston, Sandy 
McDermott , Marge Wood, Susan McMahon, Judith 
Drechsler and Mauricio Cisneros of Nifty Fiftys. 

September Events 
In September, visitors heard stories, made puppets and 
learned about the many and varied pets of the Rothschild 
family.  During the 2007 Victorian Home Tour, the  
Rothschild House had more than 600 visitors.  Twelve “Friends of the Rothschild House” docents generously 
volunteered their time and expertise.  Several talented Jefferson County singers graciously entertained guests as 
they viewed the house.  Fifteen-year-old Anna Nieman, a soprano from Port Ludlow, sang exquisitely while her 
mother, Amy Nieman, played the 1886 Rothschild House piano.  Leslie Lewis and her coral singing group, 
“Exact Change,” sang Victorian era songs to the delight of guests.  A quilt exhibit featured a collection chroni-
cling various styles and techniques, with each telling a unique story. 

Throughout the season, walking tour guides provided Sunday afternoon Uptown Walking Tours, featuring 
the Rothschild House as the meeting place and one home that could be explored inside and out.  The  
Rothschild House will re-open on May 1, 2008. 

ROTHSCHILD HOUSE NEWS 

If you missed the wedding gown exhibit  
at the Rothschild House,  
see the online version at  

www.jchsmuseum.org/Rothschild/
weddinggownexhibit 

History campers on the Rothschild House porch, dressed 
up for a tea party at the Bartlett House. 
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With hopes of more favorable weather, the 2008  
Victorian Festival has been moved from March to 
May. Festivities will take place May 2, 3, and 4, and 
will feature: 
   Candlelight tour of homes 
   Victorian fashion show at the Presbyterian Church 
   Downtown walking tours 
   Drive around tours of Uptown 
   Cornucopia Band concert 
   On-going poker game at the Palace Hotel 
   Theatrical historic re-enactments in City  
Council Chambers 
   A Victorian ball at the Recreation Center 
   Children’s games at the Rothschild House 
   A recreated historic wedding and tea reception at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy McConaghy, (nan@cablespeed.com) is this year’s 
festival chairperson.  There are plenty of volunteer  
opportunities for anyone who would like to join this lively 
committee.  Contact Nancy or call the JCHS office at  
385-1003 for more information. 

VICTORIAN FESTIVAL NEWS 

Mt. Olympus Level 
Anonymous 

Mt Townsend Level 
Harry & Zoe Ann Dudley 
Kay & David Goetz 
Don & Barbara Marseille 

Mt. Walker Level 
Mike Cornforth & Linda Martin 
Joan Buhler 
M. Betty Johnson 
Dorette & Berlan Lemon 
Kathleen Mitchell & Scott Landis 
Dick & Anne Schneider 
Elaine Shore 
Sharon Black 
Celeste & Don Dybeck 
Sally & David Gooding 
Vicki Davis 
John & Pam Clise 
Steve & Gloria Ricketts 
James Tarrant 
Pacific Office Equipment 
Walter R. Kuhn, Jr.  
Joseph & Renate Wheeler 
Don & Sheila Burrell 

April Fool & Penny Too 
Margie Abraham 
David Dickenson 
Amy R. Brandon 
Chelcie & Kathy Liu 
William & Patricia Wickline 
Ruth Gordon 
Linda Maguire 
Helen Egnew 
Jim & Catherine Garrison 
Edensaw Woods, Inc. 
William & Sandra Cammarano 
Anne Virtue & Pat Roach 
Rick & Debbie Zajicek 
Carla Main 
Steve Levin 
Beverly Malagon 

Morgan Hill Level  
Karen Gates Hildt 
Meribeth Meixner Reed 
Judy R. Sapel 
Anne Woods 
Dee Stewart 
William T. Clark 
Judith Livingston 
Bruce & Patricia Beh 

Dee Stewart 
Bank of America Matching Funds 
Joel M. Johanson 
Errol & Ginger Johnson 
Jane Griffith & Robert Powers 
Julia Owens & Lawrence Thomas 
Gwen Lovett 
Virginia Jennings 
Dianne Roberts & Jim Whittaker 
Elevated Ice Cream 
Chuck & Karen Russell 
Steve & Carol Hurley 
Kay Young 
Robin & Jack Scherting 
Bill Tennent 
Homer Smith Insurance 
Richard & Whitney Miller 
Pat Monroe 
Myron & Donna Larson 
June Robinson 
David & Teresa Goldsmith 
David Chuljian 

ANNUAL FUND DONORS 
MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE SUPPORTED JCHS BY CONTRIBUTING TO THE 2007 ANNUAL FUND . 
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Elegant Holiday Afternoon Tea 

at the Bartlett House 
December 1 & 2 (Saturday & Sunday) at 3:00 p.m. 

Enjoy a delightful feast in this gracious 
Victorian mansion on the bluff 

$20 per person 
Reservation is by payment 

Call 385-1003 or send payment to JCHS,  
540 Water Street 


